TIPS FOR MOWING LONG GRASS AT
THE CONCLUSION OF NO MOW MAY
Adjust your mower to the highest setting and make the first
pass to reduce the grass height. After you have reduced the
grass height to a more manageable length, change the
mower setting by reducing the height of the blade, before
making a second pass.
Do not cut more than 1/3 of the grass blade at a time in a
single mowing. For example, if your grass is 6 inches tall, do
not remove more than 2 inches of length. This helps prevent
root stress and promotes turf vigor.
Reminder: Do not mow or blow grass clippings into the
street. Grass and leaves in the street can travel with rainwater
into the City stormwater sewers. Many stormwater facilities
flow directly into our local rivers without pretreatment and
the added nutrients can cause algal blooms and other
detrimental effects. Debris in the street can also be
dangerous for drivers, especially motorcycles and bicycles.

What can we do outside of the month of May to
help our lawns, pollinators and environment?
If you typically mow your lawn every week (or more
frequently), consider mowing every other week. Research
has shown this to increase the number of individuals and
species variety of pollinators. An added bonus of a less-ismore approach to lawn care is that more mowing can be
associated with increased pests and allergy-causing plants
like ragweed. So instead of splitting your precious free time
between mowing and trips to the pharmacy to deal with
seasonal allergies, perhaps this spring you can relax and enjoy
a cold beverage while enjoying the buzzing and flittering
critters in your yard.
Consider practicing grassc ycling.

Skip watering your lawn. EPA estimates that 30% of
residential water usage is devoted to outdoor uses including
watering lawns and gardens. Experts estimate that as much
as 50 percent of water used for irrigation is wasted due to
evaporation, wind, or runoff caused by inefficient irrigation
methods and systems. When watering is needed, use a
sprinkler that shoots low to the ground. Sprinkle your lawn,
not sidewalks, driveways, or streets. Shape soil so water will
sink in, rather than run off.

Reduce or eliminate the use of herbicides and pesticides.
Besides being potentially harmful to our pollinators,
chemicals and weed killers are not needed for a healthy lawn
and they're one of the main reasons we have green algae in
our lakes and streams. Get a soil test so you know if your lawn
needs more nutrients. Mulch to keep the lawn healthy, so it
can outcompete weeds for light, nutrients, and water. If you
must fertilize, do it in the fall. Sweep up fertilizer that falls on
the street and sidewalk and dispose of it properly - water and
fertilizer that go into the street go directly to the river or lake.

Visit https://beecityusa.org/no-mow-may for more info on the
benefits of No Mow May.

